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Barrettôs Mill Area 
Named for the Barrett family grist and saw 
mills once located near where the parking 
lot is now on Barrettôs Mill Road, the area 
includes an active farmstead, an 
archaeological site, the Col. James Barrett  
House of Revolutionary War fame, and an 
18th century smallpox grave, all in open 
fields and hilly woodlands.  
   
The history of the Barrettôs Mill tract dates 
to the 1635 founding of Concord. William 
Spencer of Cambridge accompanied Simon 
Willard at the negotiations with the 
indigenous people to purchase the six miles 
square of Musketaquid that became the 
Concord settlement. Spencer became one of 
the first landowners, obtaining 400 acres 
north of the North River, now the Assabet 
River. Spencer Brook that is named for him 
served as the power source for a succession 
of mills from as early as 1678.  The naming 
of Barrettôs Mill Road dates to 1730, when 
two generations of the Barrett family had 
operated mills at the Spencer Brook site. 
 
Location and Access 
Access with parking for about a dozen 
vehicles is located on Barrettôs Mill Road 
just east of 363 Barrettôs Mill Road. The 
sign ñBarretts Mill Concord Conservation 
Landò identifies the location. 

Dog Owners:  At Barrettôs Mill 
conservation land, keep dogs leashed at all 
times, away from private yards and 
buildings, and out of all cultivated fields. 
Dogs must be leashed or under effective 
control at Finigan Way. It is the duty of 
each person who owns, possesses, or 
controls a dog to remove and dispose of any 
feces left by his or her dog. 
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